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We’ve Asked and You’ve Answered!
THANKS TO YOU, we turned away fewer deserving children than ever before!
The IMPACT your generosity has on Saskatchewan kids is tremendous.
Over 3,900

KIDS have seen their dreams come true over the past five years.

IT’S A WRAP!

THE 2015 RCMP GALA RAISED $95,000!
The 2015 RCMP Gala was a great success! Thanks to the hard work and dedication of the Creative Kids staff and
volunteers, guests and sponsors, the event brought in $95,000 – and all of it went towards helping Saskatchewan
children and families’ access life changing arts and culture classes. That’s more than 200 children who will not
hear ‘no’ from us this fall when they apply for support to participate in the creative activities they love.

PLUS:

PotashCorp invests in the creativity of Saskatchewan kids and youth. Wayne Brownlee, Executive Vice President and Chief
Financial Officer of PotashCorp, presented Rose Gilks, General Manager of SaskCulture, and Christie McCulloch, Fund
Development of Creative Kids, with a cheque of $100,000. Thank you!
Photos courtesy of Michelle Brownridge

We would like give a great big shout out to our Principle Sponsor, PotashCorp, for their
continued support and commitment to Creative Kids.
During the Gala in May, PotashCorp presented Creative Kids with a cheque of $100,000. This is the fourth year
PotashCorp has generously supported us for a total of $400,000. Thank you PotashCorp!
We also would like to thank our other major sponsors who helped make this year’s Gala a huge success: Sask Sport,
Saskatchewan Arts Board, TD Bank, Dr. Roberta McKay and Elmer Brenner. And of course, thanks to SaskCulture
and Saskatchewan Lotteries for covering all of our administrative costs.

WE WOULDN’T HAVE BEEN ABLE TO PULL OFF THE WILDLY SUCCESSFUL
GALA WITHOUT THE EXCELLENT WORK OF THE GALA COMMITTEE!
Patti Pacholek, Chair
Léa Beaulieu Prpick
Michelle Carr
Elyse Fisher
1

Creative Kids Newsletter

Carrie Hackel
Regan Halbert
Megan McCormick

Lisa McIntyre
Rasna Madhur
Andrew Manera

David Millar
Eric Moser
Sierra Thompson
Catherine Ready

Top left: RCMP Pipes and Drums. Top right: Conservatory of Performing Arts Performers. Middle left: Do it With Class Young
People’s Theatre. Middle right: Performers from Dance Images by BJ. Bottom left: Traditional Hoop Dancer Lawrence Roy Jr.
Bottom right: The RCMP Drill Hall is ready for the party.
Creative Kids Newsletter
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MEET OUR WONDERFUL GALA VOLUNTEERS!

We had the chance to interview several of our Gala volunteers to find out what makes them tick.
HOW DID YOU GET INVOLVED WITH CREATIVE KIDS?
LISA MCINTYRE: I was recruited by the chair of the
RCMP Charity Ball to help plan the event.
LÉA BEAULIEU PRPICK: A friend invited me to participate
on the Gala planning committee. It was a good fit for
me because it combined two passions: volunteering
and the arts.
MEGAN MCCORMICK: I attended the Gala for the first
year at a table hosted by my employer. I really enjoyed
it and spoke to Dave Milllar (Creative Kids Provincial
Advisory Chair) that night about being more involved
next year. I have been aware of Creative Kids since
it debuted and was very excited at the chance to be
more involved.
SIERRA THOMPSON: A few of my friends had been on
the committee the year prior and raved about what an
amazing experience it was!
ELYSE FISHER: A good friend of mine asked me to
serve on the RCMP Gala committee. Since I had a lot
of professional and volunteer fund raising experience,
I thought it was a good fit.
.....................................................................................
WHAT IS YOUR BEST MEMORY OF VOLUNTEERING FOR
THE CREATIVE KIDS GALA?
LISA: I loved seeing people enjoy the Ball, after the

committee had put in 100’s of hours of planning.
MEGAN: The actual event and the work in the day
before and after were my highlights. It was fun and
exciting to see all of the ideas that had been shared
around the meeting table come to life in the hall.
SIERRA: My favourite memory of the Gala was seeing
3
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the variety of artists that was featured at the event. It
was wonderful to see the variety of programs available
in our province for kids to express themselves. I also
enjoyed the wonderful people and fellow volunteers
that I got to meet and work with!
ELYSE: It is always great when a committee of people
who have worked hard on something experience
success. The 2014 and 2015 Gala auctions, which I
chaired, were fun to work on, got a lot of support from
the community, and raised a significant amount of
funds to support kids who apply for grants.
.....................................................................................
WHAT WOULD YOU TELL SOMEONE WHO MAY WANT
TO VOLUNTEER FOR CREATIVE KIDS?
LISA: Do it! It’s a great opportunity to expose yourself

to a new community and group of people you may not
meet otherwise.
LÉA: You can feel good about supporting Creative
Kids, an organization that directly impacts the future
leaders in our community.
MEGAN: Go for it! It is a very inspiring organization
that truly helps kids and their families.
SIERRA: I would tell them that this is an organization
that provides many volunteer opportunities that fit a
variety of different interests. It is fascinating to learn
about all that Creative Kids does and the vast number
of kids and interests that it supports.
ELYSE: Creative Kids is a great organization that is making
a significant difference in the lives of Saskatchewan’s kids
– volunteering your time to a group that helps kids all over
our province achieve their dreams, make friends and have
fun is always worthwhile.

SHARE THE LOVE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
BY SUPPORTING CREATIVE KIDS

Watch your mailbox and Facebook page
to find out how giving the gift of dance,
music, art, culture or theatre can change
the life of a deserving child while
acknowledging the special people in
your life. The Creative Kids’ Holiday Catalogue
will let you chose a gift that
helps Saskatchewan children live their dreams!
The Creative Kids’ Holiday Catalogue can provide
the perfect gift for the teacher, colleague, parent
or some other special someone on your holiday
shopping list. For example, for the dance lovers in
your life, a donation of $75 on their behalf could
provide children or youth dance shoes so they
can continue self-expression through dance and
movement.
Go to www.CreativeKidsSask.ca to place your order.
Tax receipts available for donations over $20.

“Thank you so much for what you have done for my children, neither have ever played an instrument, and now with
the guitar lessons and drum lessons they play away. These lessons have built up their self-esteem, and they now
can play and sing in front of crowds with confidence. They have both joined a youth church worship group and play
Saturday night and Sundays. These lessons, thanks to Creative Kids, have done so much more for my young adults
than just teaching them to play instruments: they are happier, more outgoing, and have faith in themselves. Creative
Kids helps shape and mold kids to be young happy, healthy, confident adults. So my thank you will never be enough
to show how much we appreciate the Creative Kids!”
- Creative Kids Parent
Creative Kids Newsletter
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HARLEY-DAVIDSON RIDES FOR CREATIVE KIDS
Dance is a huge part of Rich and Simone Coté’s family life. Their
daughter is very involved in dance, and they get to see firsthand how
much joy she receives from this creative outlet. So, after discovering
that Creative Kids Saskatoon had to decline 152 worthy applicants
in 2014 due to a lack of available funds, the Cotés decided to do
something about it.
Simone says, “Rich and I have a soft spot for children and the sense
of family and belonging. We feel kids should never be denied
opportunities because of circumstances beyond their control, which
is why we chose to get involved with Creative Kids. We also knew
that all of our efforts would have a direct impact in the lives of
Saskatchewan families and that was very important to us.”
As the owners of Redline Harley Davidson and Harley Davidson of
Yorkton, it was a natural fit when Rich and Simone decided to join
forces with long-time Creative Kids ambassador and on-screen biker
outlaw, Kim Coates!
As the first step, the Cotés and Kim generously donated a brand new
Harley Davidson Wide Glide in the fall of 2013 to be used as a raffle
prize in order to help address the gap in Saskatoon funding. After
raising more than $34,000 through the raffle, the Coté’s and Kim,
along with their amazing team, hosted an entire weekend of events
this June in Saskatoon and Yorkton to raise even more money for the
children and youth in our community.
Together, the raffle and fundraising events brought in a grand total of
$69,429.10. Using the average of $450 per applicant, which means
that the Cotés surpassed their goal by two kids. Now 154 more
children in Saskatoon will have the chance to participate in music
lessons, dance classes, art, theatre and other cultural activities! Yay!

Photos courtesy of Michelle Brownridge

Our most sincere gratitude goes out to Rich and Simone Coté and
Kim Coates who saw the opportunity to help children in need and
decided to help close the divide between kids who have opportunities
to participate in cultural activities and those who do not. Thank you!

Top: Dennis Gabrush (left) was the winner of Harley Davidson
raffle, which brought in more than $34,000 to Creative Kids!
Middle: Participants gear-up for a ride all in support of helping
Saskatchewan kids achieve their dreams. Bottom: Kim Coates
(right) has been a big supporter of Creative Kids. Thanks Kim!

“ Rich and I have a soft spot for children and the sense of family and belonging.

We feel kids should never be denied opportunities because of circumstances
beyond their control, which is why we chose to get involved with Creative Kids.

”

- Simone Coté

“My daughters love to dance and cannot wait until it starts up again. It gives them a creative outlet to express
themselves. My other daughter now is in piano lessons. She is very musical so this program let her realize a
dream of hers. All this would have not been possible without Creative Kids!”
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- Creative Kids Parent

CREATIVE KIDS’ SERVICE PROVIDERS:
GIVING KIDS A CHANCE TO REALIZE THEIR DREAMS

Cassandra Hovdestad sees firsthand the difference
Creative Kids makes in children’s lives. As owner and
piano teacher at the Saskatoon Academy of Music,
she knows how hard it is for financially disadvantaged
families to gain access to life-changing cultural activities
for their kids. Sometimes the costs are just out of reach.
At any given time, Creative Kids supports 12 to 20
children attending Cassandra’s Academy. Among them
includes one family of five children. The family came to
the school as beginners, but the siblings dreamed of
one day forming a band. After a year and a half of hard
work and determination, the five children now perform
together and have gained the confidence to perform in
front of audiences at recitals and competitive festivals.
Without the support they have received from Creative

Kids, they would not have been able to realize their
dream.
Creative Kids gives children the opportunity to learn
valuable skills such as self-discipline, focus and goalsetting – all skills Cassandra believes will benefit them
throughout their lives. She sees the impact music and
other creative activities have on children, and loves
when the previously shy kids blossom into performers.
Witnessing the progress of Creative Kids recipients
is a very touching experience for Cassandra. “Seeing
parents watch their children perform is very special
because the parents often get very emotional,” she
explains. “They are so grateful for the support that
gave them the opportunity!”

DID YOU KNOW?

Saskatchewan artists and creative professionals also benefit from Creative Kids!
Creative Kids funding goes directly to the instructors and artists offering lessons and
programming in Saskatchewan. Because of your donation, last year Creative Kids
provided Saskatchewan artists and businesses with over $481,000 and helped
ensure continued creative programming will be available to children and
youth in 144 communities across Saskatchewan.

“The funding my family received allowed my children to go to their first summer camp. It was a half day Lego
camp and the children all enjoyed it immensely! It was a God-send for me as I was student at the time. The few
hours where I knew they were having fun and trying something different was fantastic.”
- Creative Kids Parent

Creative Kids Newsletter
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NORTH BATTLEFORD ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISER UNDER THEIR BELT
Four years ago, the North Battleford committee
hosted their first gala. Due to its overwhelming
success, the fundraiser has now become an annual
event.
This year’s gala featured talented musicians, Highland
dancers and a youth community group. Some of the
performers were Creative Kids recipients! Art was
also displayed from students who attend an art
program held in partnership with Creative Kids and
McKitrick School.

KINDERSLEY

Creative Kids is making a difference in many
children’s lives. The gala brought in $1,800 – enough
for four or five more North Battleford children to
participate in cultural activities this year. Thanks
North Battleford!
The North Battleford committee has also shown
consistent support of First Nations’ cultural activities.
Many funding requests for drumming and regaliamaking have been approved and the committee
expects that this trend will continue to grow over
the years.

FINDING STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

The Kindersley committee is off to a great start! They
wrapped up their first year with their second annual BBQ
fundraiser, which had a great turn-out and support from
the local community. As a fantastic showing of support
for Creative Kids, the local Rotary Club helped cook and
serve hotdogs and hamburgers to hungry guests, while
the Kindersley and District Co-op generously provided

the food at no cost to the committee – as a result, all of
the over $1,700 raised went towards helping children in
need in the Kindersley area.
Continuing to spread word about Creative Kids is a top
priority for the Kindersley committee, and thanks to the
people of Kindersley, our newest committee has good
reason to be optimistic about the future!

“Both of my girls had the chance to audition and perform in the Russian Ballet, The Nutcracker, at TCU place.
Their dance classes gave them the confidence and training to do this. They were able to meet professional
dancers and dance on stage with them during the performance. It was a wonderful experience!”
- Creative Kids Parent
7
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BIG RIVER

SHOWCASING UP-AND-COMING TALENT

There is a lot of talent in the small town of Big River. For
the third year in a row the Big River committee has staged
a gala that shines a light on some of the area’s up-andcoming talent. In June, over 60 people gathered at T.D.
Michel Community School to listen to music and voice
students showcasing their talents to the community.
The gala kicked-off with a BBQ that featured food
generously donated by the Big River Co-op Store (Thanks
Wanda!) and delicious salads supplied by Third and
Main Restaurant. The BBQ was then followed by the
performances. The talented Rich McFarlane of Mosaic
Music traveled from Prince Albert, and with local vocal

LAKELAND

teacher Julie Price, they helped to support the students
with their performances. Rich travels to Big River on a
weekly basis to teach guitar lessons to students throughout
the school year. That is quite the commitment, and much
appreciated by all of us!
The gala was a great opportunity for the young performers
to gain valuable experience and the confidence that goes
along with performing in front of a crowd. Taking in over
$800, the gala and BBQ was a great success thanks to the
hard work of the Big River committee and to the fabulous
support of the community.

DANCING FOR CHILDREN

The Lakeland committee sure was busy this past year!
The Prince Albert Performing Arts Warehouse and Ballet
‘n’ All That Jazz hosted a dance-a-thon, called A Day of
Dance. It involved receiving pledges for dancers aged
8 – 18 who participated in a full day of various dance
styles. This activity raised over $4,000!

The Golden Host Players also stepped in to help raise
money. They staged a fundraising theatre performance
in Shellbrook and Rosthern that raised in $2,100. The
committee is busy planning for more fundraisers this
fall, so stay tuned!

HERE’S AN EASY WAY TO

It is quick and easy to make a difference in a child’s
life! It only takes a few short minutes to sign up to
make a monthly donation to Creative Kids. Giving
$10, $20, $50 a month can go a long way to helping to provide a wonderful and life-changing opportunity for
children or youth to experience the joys of music, dance, art and other creative activities. A little bit each month
means the world to kids wishing to be included in the creative activities they love.

GIVE TO CREATIVE KIDS

Sign up today by visiting www.CreativeKidsSask.ca and click on
Donate Now or call 1-855-277-9469 to be set up for a monthly gift.
Creative Kids Newsletter
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THANK YOU SPONSORS!
GREAT WEST LIFE PROVIDES COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP
Great West Life was the first major sponsor to support
Creative Kids with $15,000 back in 2011. Since then,
they have provided an additional $60,000 over the last
three years so that kids from Saskatchewan families
have an opportunity to participate in creative activities.

“We are so thrilled to be able to call Great West Life,
London Life and Canada Life our partners. They have made a significant difference in the lives of creative kids across
Saskatchewan over the last four years. It is a wonderful opportunity to work with a company who shares our vision of
creative inclusion for all Saskatchewan children and youth, regardless of what financial barriers they may face,” says
Christie McCulloch, Fund Development, Creative Kids Saskatchewan.
Having Great West Life, London Life and Canada Life as our first major sponsor sent a message to the broader
corporate community that Creative Kids is an important charity for our communities. Children of Saskatchewan are
worthy of creative opportunity, and four years of on-going support has provided opportunities for approximately
175 children to access creative activities in their communities!
Thank you Great West Life for all of your amazing support and community leadership!

CHEERS TO THE SASKATOON PROGRESS CLUB
Creative Kids would like to extend a sincere thank you to the Saskatoon Progress Club for its
ongoing support. For the past two years, the service club has made a generous annual gift of
$7,500 to support children and youth in Saskatoon.
Recently, Kim Coates joined the Saskatoon Committee and Progress Club members for a private
recognition event to celebrate the group’s ongoing commitment to Creative Kids. A special
thank you to Jason Porat and his staff at Saboroso for hosting a wonderful evening, as well as to Parker Dale for his
outstanding musical performance.
According to President Paul Hanus, “For over 30 years the Saskatoon Downtown Progress Club has focused on
improving the lives of less fortunate children in the city of Saskatoon. We are proud to support Creative Kids as they
have provided opportunities for children to learn through music, art and other creative and cultural activities.”

CAMECO SUPPORTS CREATIVE KIDS
IN NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN
We are very excited that Cameco has partnered to launch the Cameco Creative Kids
Northern Cultural Fund for cultural programming initiatives for children and youth in
Northern Saskatchewan. Cameco has generously committed to provide the fund with
$30,000 per year through to 2017 to support the creation of new program initiatives, or support existing programs
to ensure sustainability.
The first batch of successful applications were recently approved, and thanks to Cameco, many Northern Saskatchewan
children and youth now have exposure to life-changing experiences such as access to an elder program, music and
art lessons, and dance classes.
THANK YOU Cameco for making a difference in children`s lives!
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WHERE THE DOLLARS GO
Between January and the end of October we have funded 1,279 children and youth from all across the province.
We expect to say ‘YES’ to more than 1,500 by the end of 2015. Your donation will help us make up the difference.

CHILDREN FUNDED THIS YEAR

1,279 APPLICANTS FUNDED
1,504 ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS APPLIED
0

250
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500

750

1,000

1,250

APPLICATIONS

APPROVED

REQUESTED

ALLOCATED

Provincial

389

316

$240,666.65

$186,158.65

Regina

285

243

$151,592.64

$116,708.04

Saskatoon

471

423

$238,437.04

$208,024.85

Lakeland

213

164

$113,688.86

$84,828.86

Battlefords

103

91

$52,061.95

$28,258.15

Shaunavon

21

20

$12,124.00

$12,124.00

Kindersley

12

12

$6,215.00

$6,215.00

Big River

10

10

$4,680.00

$4,680.00

1,504

1,279

$819,466.14

$646,997.55

TOTAL

1,500

FALL IS A BUSY TIME OF YEAR FOR APPLICATIONS FOR WINTER ACTIVITIES.

PLEASE HELP US MAKE DREAMS COME TRUE FOR MORE KIDS!

DID YOU KNOW?

Creative Kids is on Facebook and Twitter! Connect with us on your favourite
social media platform to get the latest Creative Kids news and updates.
‘Like’ us on Facebook at CreativeKidsSaskatchewan,
and follow us on Twitter @CreativeKidsSK
Creative Kids Newsletter
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING CREATIVE KIDS
100% of your donation goes directly to kids in your community.
Donations over $20 are eligible for a tax receipt.
Donate online at www.CreativeKidsSask.ca
Visit us at 404-2125 11th Avenue • Regina, SK • S4P 3X3
306-780-9361 • 1-855-277-9469
/CreativeKidsSaskatchewan
@CreativeKidsSK
Creative Kids raises funds to remove financial barriers that prevent children and youth from
participating in creative activities. Participants can receive grants of up to $750 per year.
To date, Creative Kids has granted over $2 million and helped
more than 3,900 children in 150 communities across the province.
SaskCulture Inc., a community-based, non-profit cultural organization, which receives funding
from the Saskatchewan Lotteries Trust Fund for Sport, Culture and Recreation,
covers all administrative costs for Creative Kids, including salaries.
Creative Kids is administered through the Give Kids a Chance Charity Inc. #80411867RR0001

Creative Kids is a program of SaskCulture Inc., a community-based, non-profit cultural organization.

