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What We Do
Creative Kids removes financial barriers to arts and cultural activities for Saskatchewan kids ages 4 to 19. Funding
support is available for engagement in art, drama, music, dance and cultural activities.

Our Vision
All Saskatchewan children and youth have opportunities to realize their potential through access to unique,
life-changing artistic and cultural experiences.

We Believe
Creative activities are fundamental to the positive growth and development of children and youth.
Cultural programming is critical to a healthy vibrant community.
All children and youth should have the opportunity to participate in creative activities regardless of economic
barriers they may face.

Creative Kids funding is a big help for me,
especially during this pandemic. It was such a
relief when my son got approved for funding. Your
kindness and support brought joy to my child.
- Lewin’s mom

Thanks to your support, Lewin continued to follow his dream of music.
Photo courtesy of Leslie Torreverde.
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Message from SaskCulture
It’s amazing what impact an idea can have when people gather around it.
For Creative Kids, that spark started with David Millar, who saw how KidSport
was able to increase access to sport for those who could not otherwise afford
it. He wanted to provide similar opportunities for children and youth to share in
the deep enrichment gained from participation in arts and cultural activities.
However, without support, many ideas remain unrealized. As David shared his
vision, others began to gather around it, nurture it, and build it into a reality.
Creative Kids launched in 2010
after countless hours of work from
David and SaskCulture’s former
CEO Rose Gilks, along with the
staff, the SaskCulture Board of
Directors, and many other volunteers
and collaborators. It was this
commitment that established the
new program and its governance, developed granting principles, fundraised,
and – most importantly – spread that idea further.
Over the past 10 years, Creative Kids has helped over 10,000 children and
youth access arts and cultural activities. Activities that feed their creative
spirits, help them feel accepted and included, set them up to discover and
pursue their passions. Kids in over 235 Saskatchewan communities have been
supported leading to more engagement, community spirit, and a lively cultural
landscape. Close to 500 music, dance, theatre, art, and cultural instructors
have been paid through the program, broadening the demand for instructional
services and inspiring future generations of instructors and leaders.
In January 2021, Creative Kids granted its $5 millionth dollar. This milestone
stands atop the collective shoulders of every person who grasped that
idea and chose to support it; the donors and sponsors who said “Yes, every
kid should have access to learn and nurture their creativity – to express
themselves through art and cultural activity. And I can help make that happen.”
Thank you to everyone who has fostered this vision. I truly believe these
milestones are but the first of many, because I believe in the caring and
generous spirit of the people and communities of Saskatchewan. The
evidence is right there for us to see.
Sincerely,

SaskCulture Inc. is a
community-based,
non-profit cultural organization
that works with over 150
member organizations and
other community partners
to build a culturally vibrant
Saskatchewan.
Since 2010, SaskCulture has
worked to support the launch
and ongoing development of
the Creative Kids program.
Thanks to support from Sask
Lotteries, SaskCulture Inc. is
able to cover all administrative
costs for Creative Kids –
including salaries and the cost
of this Progress Report.
This means that 100% of all
donations and sponsorships
to Creative Kids go directly to
helping Saskatchewan children
and youth to participate in arts
and cultural activities.
FUNDED BY

James Ingold
Chair, Creative Kids & SaskCulture
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Message from the CEO
Over a decade ago, Creative Kids was launched and at that time, no one knew
what could be possible and how successful the program would be. As we
mark the tenth anniversary, Creative Kids can boast it has funded over 10,000
applications to the tune of over 5 million dollars. Children from all over this
province, through the Creative Kids program, have been able to participate
in a variety of cultural activities ranging from dance lessons to language
classes.
The original intent of the Creative Kids program was to provide families
facing financial barriers an opportunity to allow their kids access to cultural
activities. We are proud to say that through all of the growing pains that go
with launching a program, we have stayed true to the original vision of the
program. Over the years, we have received hundreds of letters of appreciation
from parents and caregivers. These letters are heartwarming reminders of
how important this program is to so many kids across the province.
On behalf of Creative Kids, I would like to thank all the individuals, organizations and corporations that have been
so generous over the past ten years. Without you, Creative Kids would not have had such an amazing impact on
the lives of thousands of youth.
We know that the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted many lives over the past year. Besides the impact of the
illness itself, it has limited in-person cultural activity, shut down cultural operations and created even more
barriers to access for many youth. The cultural community has done its best to work around some of these
challenges, but many artists, performers, and cultural workers have had their livelihoods impacted due to social
gathering restrictions. Many children have had to put their creative dreams on hold until public performance and
engagement is once again allowed.
To recover and help all of these talented creators bounce back, I encourage you to give to Creative Kids. For those
of you that have been able to maintain your employment and are fortunate to have weathered this part of the
storm without any major personal financial implications, I ask that you, if you are able, consider paying it forward
with a donation.
My family donates to Creative Kids twice a month, through payroll deduction, as a way to pay it forward and to
recognize our own good fortune. Please encourage your friends, family and colleagues to do the same. Together,
we can ensure vulnerable youth have access to cultural activity and the chance to pursue their creative dreams.

Sincerely,

Dean Kush
CEO, Creative Kids & SaskCulture
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10 Years of Impact & Progress

238

Sask communities
supported

5,196

Facebook followers

10,769

applications funded since 2010

490

music, dance, theatre, art
and cultural instructors paid annually

$4.97 million
granted between 2010 & the end of 2020.

As of January 2021, we granted our $5 millionth dollar!
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Five Millionth Dollar Granted!
As of January 2021, Creative Kids has granted over $5 million to support over 10,000 Saskatchewan
children and youth, who face financial barriers to participate in creative activities.
We are grateful for the generous support from our communities -- which include volunteers, donors and sponsors
-- and all who help us to continue our mission to remove, or reduce, financial barriers to arts and cultural activities
for Saskatchewan kids.
These dollars have opened the doors to dance, music, art, language, theatre, and more. You have given
Saskatchewan kids the chance to engage and to CREATE!
“When we started on this journey 14 years ago, I don’t think we ever envisioned hitting this milestone!” says David
Millar, Creative Kids’ Provincial Ambassador. “Thanks to your support, we are able to support many children and
youth to participate in life-changing arts and culture activities.”
Although Creative Kids has reached this milestone, we still need your help to support many other deserving
children in Saskatchewan. We still have a long way to go to ensure all children and youth in need get this
opportunity. Together we CAN make a difference.

David Millar receives cheque – on behalf of Creative Kids – at BJ’s Kids Helping Kids fundraiser in 2019.
Photo courtesy of Dance Images by BJ.
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Now more than ever, Creative Kids Needs Your Help!
It’s been a tough year. While it sounds like a cliché right now,
it’s really been a “tough” year not just for us as a charity, but
for children and youth seeking opportunities to get involved.
While the COVID-19 pandemic took over 2020, and in-person
lessons were cancelled, we looked for ways to adjust to this
new reality. Now, more than ever, we are reminded of the
role that arts and culture has on our everyday lives. Many
Saskatchewan children and youth have turned to music,
art and dance and other cultural activities for creative
expression to cope with this new normal.
For us at Creative Kids, it’s been a busy year! As always,
we are thankful that Saskatchewan kids are still able to
participate in creative lessons through virtual learning opportunities.
Photo from istock.

As the world becomes a safer place, and more doors open, we anticipate that applications will continue to increase
as many more kids will want to participate in creative activities such as dance, music, visual art, drama and many
others.
We really want to meet the need of every deserving child or youth by providing them with the opportunity to
creatively engage their minds, as well as learn and nurture new skills.

But we can’t meet this GROWING NEED without your help!

There are different ways to donate to Creative Kids:
Make a one-time donation;
Sign up for monthly donations;
Give to a Creative Kids fundraiser
such as Giving Tuesday or the annual
Holiday Campaign;
Hold your own fundraiser: hold a virtual
fundraiser or create a birthday fundraiser
on Facebook in support of Creative Kids;

Donate in honour of someone great, or
in memory of someone you love; and/or
Contact us to become a sponsor.
Most importantly, DONATE NOW
and DONATE OFTEN! There are
many ways to make a difference to
Saskatchewan’s Creative Kids!

To stay up to date with our campaigns, follow us on our social media platforms
@CreativeKidsSaskatchewan

@creativekidssask		

@CreativeKidsSK

Want to make a donation now?
Please visit CreativeKidsSask.ca
or call toll-free 1-855-277-9469
100% of your donation goes directly to helping kids in your community!
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Our Reach Across Saskatchewan
Number of Kids
Funded per Region

Activity

*

4

Kids
Funded

Total

Art

103

$ 37,254.15

Culture

171

$ 13, 663.84

Dance

320

$ 203, 989. 97

Drama

36

$ 8, 271.45

Music

293

$ 182, 467.42

Total

923

$ 445, 646.83

North

Prince Albert
and Area

150
85
West

268

Saskatoon

80

Southwest

age

59

32
Saskatoon
to Regina

East

206
Regina

8 and under
13 to
19

Southeast

235

43

Number of
kids supported

923

8&
under

284

9 to 12

Total

923

404

9 to 12

13 to 19

Total

Kids Funded

284
404
235

923

*plus 4 cultural programs funded for $23,800

Creative Kids
Jihoon and Sara
from Ezit’s Art
School of Battleford
are busy creating
amazing art during
the pandemic.

Photos courtesy of Ezit’s Art School of Battleford.

8

Creative Kids Progress Report 2020

OO

U

R

I

M

P

A

C

T

Creative Kids Grant Summary
Committee

Kids who
applied

Kids who
were funded

Amount
requested

Grants
awarded

Regina

296

207

$110,827.79

$94,987.79

Saskatoon

355

270

$166,412.63

$135,520.22

Lakeland

163

142

$59,176.71

$52,238.41

Battlefords

54

50

$12,115.00

$11,950.00

Kindersley

3

3

$1,605.00

$1,230.00

Big River

3

3

$1,000.00

$1,000.00

332

248

$192,854.45

$148,720.41

923 $543,991.58

$445,646.83

Provincial

Total

1,206

Tiny Tots dance class at Angela’s Dance Academy in Strasbourg.
Photo courtesy of Angela’s Dance Academy.
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Meeting Artistic and Cultural Needs of
Youth in the North
For the past seven years, Cameco and Creative
Kids have partnered in the Cameco Creative
Kids Northern Cultural Fund, designed to
increase opportunities for children and youth
in the north to participate in arts and cultural
activities that make a difference. For one
northern community, this fund provided an
opportunity for youth to learn about their
cultural heritage in a fun way.
This past year, the Northern Village of Denare Beach
received a grant to offer hoop dance training for the
youth. For eight weeks, youth ages 7 to 12 from the
community were engaged in Hoop Dancing where
they learned the valuable circle of life lessons. These
lessons included using “the seven teachings” of
courage, honesty, truth, wisdom, love, humility and
respect.
Wanting to engage youth in a fun cultural activity,
recreation director of Denare Beach, Mel Durette,
Youth get unique opportunity to dance and learn the valuable
contacted Kellen Blouin, a hoop dancer who runs her
circle of life lessons.
own hoop troupe called Nemihitowok Hoop Troupe to
Photo courtesy of Mel Durette.
see if she would be interested in running a hoop dance program in the community.
“She was more than happy to!” says Durette. “I ordered all the material for the participants to be able to make their
own hoops and decorate them, and organized the whole hoop dancing class.”
The program was received with great interest by the youth, parents and the community. Its great success became
a challenge when COVID-19 impacted the area and social gathering protocols were needed. Durette says they have
a very large community room so there was space to physically distance, but other COVID-19 restrictions in place at
the time resulted in them postponing the program for a couple of weeks.
“By providing a beginner’s Hoop Dance class to the youth of the community, I believe we have caused some
excitement or spark in the youth who participated,” she says. “They are eagerly waiting for next year in hopes that
the hoop dancing program will be available. They were definitely not ready for it to be over.”

Creative Kids thanks Cameco
for its sponsorship.
Helping youth in northern
Saskatchewan connect
with culture.
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Finding her Happy Place
Dance has been more than an art or a past time for
Brittney. It’s her happy place.
For her, dance has been a form of creative expression that
makes her feel “calm, energized and relaxed.” The happiness
she feels is helping her become a more, well-rounded person.
The 17-year-old has been dancing since she was age five.
Brittney has also been receiving Creative Kids funding for
the past five years. While COVID-19 halted many creative
activities, Brittney has still continued to take dance lessons
with Prud’Homme Ukrainian Dance Club in the Village of
Prud’Homme. “It’s an amazing feeling because I get to do
what I love,” she says.
Her mother, Rita, feels the same way as her daughter. “Being
a single parent, sometimes we can’t give our kids everything
they want. However, Creative Kids has made it possible for my
daughter to do what she loves — dance! I am forever grateful.”

Brittney is grateful to experience the gift of dance
thanks to your support.
Photos courtesy of Rita Weis.

Brittney at 5 years old

Brittney at age 9

As for future plans, Brittney plans to audition at the
Pavlychenko Folklorique Ensemble, a Ukrainian dance
company in Saskatoon, in the upcoming year.

Brittney at 15

Brittney at 16

Creative Kids appreciates its provincial
sponsor K+S Potash Canada
for supporting kids’ participation in
art and creative activities.
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Generous
Support helps

Lewin follow his passion
Leslie has always known what music meant to her eight-year-old son, Lewin. When they decided to
move permanently to Canada in 2019, she began looking for opportunities around their new home for
her son to continue to follow his passion.
When she found out about Creative Kids, she was
glad such a program existed. Thanks to many
generous donations, Lewin is one of over 10,000
children and youth who have been provided with
grants to continue following their cultural dreams.
In Lewin’s case, his dream has always been music.

Playing the piano helps
Lewin express himself; build
his self-esteem; practice
self-discipline; and learn to
be patient.
- Lewin’s mom
Leslie says her son was only two-years-old when
he started showing an interest in music. “One day
I heard someone whistling and I thought it was
my dad, but then I realized that it was Lewin. He
was making music out of whistling,” she says. “I
was amazed how he was doing it because his lip
was not moving.”
She says playing the piano helps Lewin express
himself; build his self-esteem; practice selfdiscipline; and learn to be patient. When asked,
Lewin he says, “I play piano for the glory of God. I
also want to share what I’ve learned by teaching
other children.”
Despite in-person gathering restrictions due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, Lewin is able to take
piano lessons via Zoom with the Studio of Sarah
Clark Gregory. Last Christmas, he played his
favorite Christmas songs; recorded them and
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Lewin is thankful for the opportunity to follow his passion for music.
Photos courtesy of Leslie Torreverde.

sent them to his teacher for their online recital. He also shared the recorded video with his family members in the
Philippines.
“It was a wonderful experience for him as we got to upload it on YouTube for his dad and grandparents to watch,”
she says. “They are very happy for Lewin and they are also thankful to all the people who are helping us here in
Canada, particularly here in the province of Saskatchewan.”
Leslie is grateful for the support of Creative Kids, the sponsors and donors.
“It is really a big help for me, especially during this pandemic,” she says. “It was such a relief when my son got
approved for funding. When I told my son about it, I saw his excitement. Your kindness and support brought joy to
my child.”

Thanks to Creative Kids’
Legacy sponsor Canada Life
for helping kids
participate in life changing
creative activities.
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For the Fifth year in a row,
Creative Kids keeps kids dancing

Highland dance has become a big part of the family.
Back row (R-L): Janua (15), Macarius (14), Philomena (12) Front row (R-L): Eulalia (10), Ignatius (8) and Perpetua (6).

Thanks to Creative Kids, a Saskatchewan
family feels more connected to their heritage.
Heather, mom of six creative kids, says that
support from Creative Kids has allowed her
kids to continue nurturing their dance skills, for
the fifth year in a row.

14

For years, Heather had been looking for extracurricular activities for her kids. Having some Scottish
heritage and a huge fan of Highland dance, she was
inspired to enroll her kids into Highland dance lessons.
However, paying for the lessons for all six kids was a
concern. When she heard about Creative Kids, she
applied and was approved for funding.
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It wasn’t long before the kids fell in love with their
Highland dance classes. “At first some of the kids
weren’t really sure about it because they hadn’t
done it before,” she says. “But, like me, after we went
to Folk Fest, they really enjoyed it and they were so
inspired. Their interest and enjoyment of the dance
just grew from there and they love it. Every year they
are just so excited to go back to dance.”

We are so thankful to have been able
to get into dance and to continue it,
and to have this opportunity. It’s been
so good for the kids. Thanks again
Creative Kids! 			
- Heather
When asked how her kids feel when they dance,
Heather says, “one of my kids said ‘dancing makes
me feel happy.” And it does! The other said ‘I feel way
better after I have danced.’ One of my other kids said,
‘I love competitions! They are so fun.’”
While Heather’s kids are not able to go into the studio
for their dance lessons due to COVID-19, she says
she is so grateful that her kids are still able to keep
developing their dance skills and good friendships at
dance lessons/videos via Zoom.
“It helps them to not feel so isolated. It helps them
feel connected and together. Just to keep continuing
the physical and creative activity is great!” she says.
“It’s amazing, it’s such a blessing. We are so thankful
to have been able to get into dance and to continue
it, and to have this opportunity. It’s been so good for
the kids. Thanks again Creative Kids!”

Heather’s kids are connecting to their heritage through dance.
Photos courtesy of Heather Robertson.

Thanks to Creative Kids’ media
sponsor Harvard Broadcasting
for its unwavering and
continued support.
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Service
Provider sees
Creative Kids

as ‘a great
opportunity’
Andrea is helping kids learn a different culture through language.
Photo courtesy of Andrea Barrientos.

As a Spanish tutor for the past four years, Andrea Barrientos has found fun and easy ways for her
students to learn Spanish language. And, this past year, she also found a way to help students who
face barriers to accessing cultural activity, such as language classes, by becoming a Creative Kids
service provider. She is happy that such a “great opportunity for kids to develop their talents and
explore their interests” exists.
Andrea says there are so many benefits to learning
a new language. For her, learning a new language
opens kids’ minds to a different culture and different
ways of expressing their feelings, thoughts and
emotions. She shares how two of her students
wanted to learn Spanish so they could communicate
with their familia from Guatemala.
“What a great honor it is for me to be able to bring a
family together by teaching the language that I love,’
she says. “There is a quote that Charlemagne used
to say: ‘To have another language is to possess a
second soul.’ When kids learn a second language,
they not only learn new words, they learn to see the
world and think about it in a different way.”
When Andrea was contacted by a Creative Kids’ mom,
who wanted her daughters to learn Spanish language,
she was very happy to learn about the program and
looked for ways to contribute to its mission.
“I started doing some research. I didn’t want to miss
the chance to become a service provider (Spanish

16

teacher) so I could help kids that wanted to learn the
language,” she says. “So far, the experience has been
great. The staff at Creative Kids have always been
so helpful in explaining the process and have been
a great liaison between the students’ families and
myself.”
She goes on to add that she believes that kids should
engage in activities outside school so that they can
explore their interests and talents. She expresses her
gratitude to Creative Kids for providing the opportunity
for kids to nurture their creativity, which she says is an
excellent contribution to Saskatchewan.
“Unfortunately, the cost of extra-curricular classes is
something that not all families can afford and there
are so many talented kids who are not able to engage
in these types of activities,” says Andrea. “It is very
important that all kids develop their creative minds
in order to find creative solutions to future world
problems. If people want a better world in the future,
they should support programs such as Creative Kids.”
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Long time music teacher happy to continue
shared moments with Creative Kids
Keith Bartlett has been performing and teaching music for over 50 years. Before the pandemic, he
has been using video platforms, such as Skype, to teach his students who live in other provinces
and outside Canada. So, when the pandemic started, he was ready and familiar with the platform
needed to keep kids engaged in music.
Bartlett was one of many Creative Kids’ service

He says that his favourite students are sometimes

providers who adjusted quickly to the new reality,

not the most gifted but the ones that love it, and

moving all of his classes online. He says one

are having a nice time doing what they love. “I have

advantage of virtual classes is that there is no limit

had students with no gifts at all, but when we meet

to the number of students he could teach and reach.

for half an hour or whatever, it was the best time of

He notes that adjustments to teaching style are

the week for them. It’s like a little island where they
could relax and enjoy music, and

needed to teach online. One

to me that is more rewarding than

experience that stood out

the most gifted students.”

for him during this transition
was when he helped two

He goes on to add that the society,

“Creative Kids” set up their

sometimes, puts so much value

new rented instruments in

on career possibilities, focusing

their basement, via Zoom.

on jobs in demand and dismissing

“One held the camera and

arts and creative activities.

I showed them what to do.

Research has shown that kids do

It was bizarre but it worked.

better in other areas when they

And they did it!

participate in arts and creative
activities such as music, visual

“Performing has been a part

arts, dance, and theatre etc. “Arts

of my life and my education,”

bring joy which will translate

he says. “Music was a gift
from God and my parents
allowed me to nurture it.
They took me places to

Keith adapted to online learning quite well, helping his
students stay connected to their passion for music.
Photo courtesy of Keith Bartlett.

energy into other activities,” he
says.
From his extensive years of

meet other musicians.” Creative Kids creates this

experience as a music teacher, he says he does not

opportunity for kids who could not afford to pay

expect that all his students will have a performing

for such experience. The 75-year-old musician

career in the future. He just wants them to “learn and

and performer agrees, adding that he has had the

enjoy music”.

opportunity to share some good moments with kids

For other music or art teachers who have been used

who felt the beauty of what they are doing – thanks
to Creative Kids.

to teaching students in person, Keith advises them to
“give the experience a little more time”.

“It is the fact that they actually did something. And
I could see the smile on their face, especially with
students who might have found it was the only thing

He notes that when teaching online, music teachers
have to get used to playing and teaching with a delay.
“Basically what I will do is play a phrase, then I will ask

they felt good about all week,” he says. “It might not

them to play it back. And maybe they won’t get it right

be a musical gift, but a learning gift.”

at first, but you have to be patient as a teacher.”
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Kids Raise Funds for
Creative Kids, One Dime at a Time
Raising money takes a ton of time and energy and students at Cora Melanson’s Music for Young
Children (MYC) program in Moose Jaw know this well. They practiced their music 1,100 times,
raising a dime each time they played, raising over a hundred dollars in dimes.

These kids love learning music, so
for them to imagine being a part of
another kid’s experience is amazing.
- Cora Melanson

Cora coordinates a Zoom recital for her students,
shortly after the Practice for Dime fundraiser.
Photo courtesy of Cora Melanson.

The students, 55 in total, wanted to give back to Creative
Kids. They practiced for over a month and raised $110, in
dimes, hoping that the funds raised will help other children
access arts and cultural activities such as music.
Cora Melanson, music teacher at MYC, worked with the
students to plan many practice incentives. She says small
motivations, such as this, can give young students a boost
in the development of their practice habits. “Practicing
for a treat is fun, but practicing to give to others is also
rewarding.”
In the past years, the students have collected dimes for
other charity organizations. Melanson has been a service
provider with Creative Kids since 2014, helping many kids
learn the gift of music, so when it was time to choose a
charity that will benefit from its Practice for Dimes last
year, they thought it was a great idea to give their dimes to
other kids. They chose Creative Kids.
“These kids love learning music, so for them to imagine
being a part of another kid’s experience is amazing,” she
says. “MYC is a group program and these kids love learning
together. I think they would love to have all their friends in
music class with them!”

18

Melanson has an extensive experience teaching young
students. She says it is important for kids to learn music at
a young age. It impacts them in so many positive ways in
the future. “Also, learning music is so much fun! I see kids
enjoying music and feeling proud as they achieve their
learning goals after their hard work,” she adds.
Like many other teachers, Melanson is offering online
music lessons through Zoom, and in some cases, in
person in the studio.
“I have arranged the music classroom with six-foot spaces
that include a piano or keyboard (for students), bench
and chair for mom or dad. We stay in our square and
we are careful not to share instruments etc.,” she says.
“Everything is sanitized in-between classes and masks are
worn. The computer screen and mic are part of the room
and we all learn together!”
Melanson says that communities invest in children’s future
when they support kids who wish to engage with arts,
music, dance, and other arts and cultural activities. The
impact, she says, is positive for the child’s development, as
well as, the society and community as a whole.
“We are growing stronger, healthier children, families
and communities! And happy music teachers!” she
says. “I think we may see an increased need for this type
of funding as the impact of COVID-19 becomes more
apparent.” She notes that she sees Creative Kids as “a part
of our future!”
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Kids Appreciate Teacher

with the Gift of Creativity
Several students and parents from École St. Paul School in Saskatoon teamed up to thank their
teacher in a special way. To show how much they cared, they gave the gift of helping others access
creativity through their generous donation to Creative Kids.
It’s been a challenging year for
many! Leading up to Christmas
in 2020, Kathy Beattie and her
family wanted to demonstrate
their appreciation to their
children’s teacher, Mr. Harris,
for the support he provided to
kids over the past year. However,
rather than just giving him
another mug or chocolates
Beattie decided to make a
donation in his honour to a
charity. And, rather than just one
Parents and students show appreciation to teacher
with a donation to Creative Kids.
small donation from her family,
Photo courtesy of Kathy Beattie.
she decided to ask a few other
parents if they’d like to join in so they could make a larger, even more meaningful, donation
in his name.
As a result, nine families came together to make a donation of $110 on behalf of the
teacher.
“This is our first year with Mr. Harris as our teacher, and I quickly came to learn that he is a
very passionate teacher through his email communications,” she says. “The kids all seem
to love him, my daughter enjoys going to school and is thriving. I contribute a lot of their
success to having a great teacher.”
When the time came to choose which charity to donate to, Beattie says they wanted to
choose a charity that would show the teacher they were mindful of supporting something he
is passionate about.
“Everyone in our school knows Mr. Harris enjoys singing opera, so that was my starting point,”
she says. “I did a Google search for ‘donate to kids in the arts Saskatoon’ and there, I found
Creative Kids.”
After sending the donation to Creative Kids, the parents and students in the group received
a bookmark and a thank-you card, which they presented to Harris. “This year being what it
was, the card was simply sent to school with my daughter before the Christmas break, and
she set it on his desk.” Mr. Harris was pleased with the gesture and the support this donation
provides to youth who face barriers to accessing cultural activity.

Teachers

Inspire
Creativity

A donation has been
made on your behalf to

M. Harris
To:______________

________________

Your Grade
From:___________

CK bookmark final.indd 11

2019-11-20 1:34 PM

5/6 Students
________________

Creative Kids raises
funds to remove
financial barriers that
prevent children and
youth from participating
in creative activities.
Every donation helps
kids grow their
talents!

To find out how
you can help, visit
www.CreativeKidsSask.ca
Proudly supported by
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Your donation can provide Saskatchewan children
a chance to pursue their creative dreams in music,
dance, visual arts, theatre and culture. You can
make a difference with a Legacy Gift or Memorial
Donation.
A Memorial Donation is a wonderful way to honour
or remember a loved one who’s passed away, while
making an important difference in a child’s life. Let us
know whose memory you are honouring with your
donation and we will send a beautiful card to the family
acknowledging the gift.
A planned charitable gift is an opportunity to leave a
legacy of lasting impact. With a Legacy Gift to Creative
Kids your donation lives on through continued support
of the next generation of artists and musicians.
Creative Kids supports more than 1,000 children
and youth each year with opportunities to express
themselves through arts and culture, make new
friends and discover their passions. Please consider
making a donation in memory or by leaving a legacy
gift.
Visit our website at CreativeKidsSask.ca or call
1-855-277-9469 to make a donation. All donations –
100% of all dollars raised - go directly to covering the
cost of kids’ participation in their chosen lessons and
classes.

Paint for Kids Helps Creative
Kids Stay
Motivated

Despite a challenging year, we met and exceeded our
goal for the TD Paint for Kids campaign – thanks to
your support and the support of Rawlco Radio!

Photo from istock.
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Thanks to TD Bank Group for increasing their annual
matching gift from $10,000 to $20,000. With that
$20,000, we raised $40,810! Funds raised from
this campaign helped maintain kids’ motivation and
passion for art and creative activities in Regina and
Saskatoon.
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You Doubled Your Impact on
Last year December, you - our donors - doubled your
impact during our Giving Tuesday Campaign.
SaskTel increased their matching gift from $5,000 to
$10,000, and in just one day, you stepped up to reach
and surpass the matching gift! We raised $16,845. Add
SaskTel’s gift to that amount – that bring the total to
$26,845!
We couldn’t have reached this goal without your support.
We are also grateful for the support of our sponsors,
SaskTel and Harvard Broadcasting – THANK YOU.

Your Holiday Gift
made a difference
for Saskatchewan Kids.
THANK YOU to everyone who participated in and
supported our 12 Days of Giving Holiday Campaign!
With your support we raised $25,271. For twelve days,
during last year’s holiday season, we highlighted
the many benefits of art and cultural activity for
children and youth. A big THANK YOU to SK Arts for
sponsoring the campaign.

Creative Kids Saskatchewan is grateful for the support of the following sponsors:
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Provincial Committee
The Provincial Committee’s volunteers review applications from cities and towns that do not have a local
committee. Catherine Tomczak, Kerri Hill, Lindsay Manko-Bauche, Sabrina Cataldo, and Seth Armstrong were able
to help 248 children and youth participate in creative activities in 2020.

Northern District for Sport, Culture and Recreation
In 2020, Cameco continued their partnership with Creative Kids, contributing $23,800 to Northern communities to
start or expand artistic and cultural programs for youth through the Cameco Creative Kids Northern Cultural Fund,
which was administered through SaskCulture.

Together we funded:
Community Organization

Program			

Funding

Beauval Minor Sports and Recreation –
Northern Village of Beauval

Métis Jigging and Fiddle
Workshops

$7,000.00

Northern Saskatchewan International
Children’s Festival Inc.

4th Annual Northern Circus
Camp

$7,000.00

Northern Village of Denare Beach –
Recreation Board

Denare Beach Hoop Troupe

$3,800.00

Valley View Community School

Waya-wee-ti-mihk (Outside) Kis
– ke-yih-tum-oo-win (knowledge)

$6,000.00

TOTAL

$23,800.00

Rivers West District for Sport, Culture and Recreation
Two volunteer committees helped kids in western

Battleford

5

Saskatchewan; one in the Battlefords and one in

Biggar

9

Kindersley

2

Kindersley. Siobahn Gormely, Elaine Poirier, Cindy
Tymoruski and Kerilyn Voigt form the Battlefords
committee. Mei Shan Wan, Melanie Ward, Devon
Coles, Lindsay Johnson, Pam Sawatzky, and Melissa

Plenty

Hynd volunteer with the Kindersley committee.

Turtleford

A special thanks to Chelsea Omness and the Town

8 other communities

of Kindersley for administrative support of Creative

Total applications funded

Kids. Thanks also to the Rivers West District for Sport,

Funded

Culture and Recreation for partnering with Creative
Kids from 2010 to 2019 to provide administrative
support and to Cindy Tymoruski who was the
backbone of that partnership.

22
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Lakeland District for Sport, Culture and Recreation
The Lakeland District has two volunteer
committees. The Lakeland Committee is
Erin Standish, Cheryl Bauer Hyde, Crystal
Clarke, Erica Cochrane, Melissa Sisson and
Marion Conway. The committee is based
in Prince Albert through a partnership with
the Lakeland District for Sport, Culture and
Recreation, overseeing the area around
Rosthern, Prince Albert, Nipawin and
Hudson Bay. The Big River Committee
volunteers are Paulette Atchison, Carla
Chadwick, and Charlene Puddicombe who
ensure children can access arts and culture
in their community.
A big thank you to Crystal Clarke with
the Lakeland District and Judy McLeod
Campbell with the City of Prince Albert for
their hard work supporting the Lakeland
Committee applicants.

Big River

2

Birch Hills

3

Canwood

4

Debden

3

Macdowall

3

Marcelin
Prince Albert

3
107

Rosthern

3

Stump Lake

3

Tisdale

3

Wakaw

4

7 other communities
Total applications funded
Funded

12
150
$55,374.41

Saskatoon
The Saskatoon Committee is Jacquie
Thomarat, Jody Hobday, Kevin Greva, Carissa
McNaught, Alex Brooks, and Erin Cook.

Saskatoon
Funded

268
$134,520.22

They’ve had a big impact this year, connecting
kids in Saskatoon to the cultural activities
they love.
Thanks to Tracy Chudy, the lead contact in
Saskatoon, and SK Arts for their continued
partnership with Creative Kids.
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Regina
Jessica Elsaesser, Don List, Alice
Samkoe, Jason Sylvestre, and
Seth Armstrong are our wonderful
volunteers with the Regina
Committee.

Regina
Funded

206
$94,254.04

Their efforts helped children and
youth sign up for dance, music,
drama, and art classes in 2020.

Prairie Central District for Sport, Culture and Recreation (Saskatoon to Regina)

Humboldt

2

Kelvington

4

Langham

3

Middle Lake

3

Strasbourg

4

Wynyard

2

14 other communities
Total applications funded
Funded

14
32
$20,495.00

Parkland Valley Sport, Culture and Recreation District

Canora

2

Foam Lake

8

Kamsack

1

Melville

2

Norquay

1

Yorkton

45

Total applications funded

59

Funded

24

$26,167.96
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South West District for Culture, Recreation and Sport

Bethune

2

Maple Creek

10

Moose Jaw

43

Ponteix

2

Shaunavon

5

Swift Current

10

Waldeck

2

6 other communities

6

Total applications funded

80

Funded

$53,139.45

Southeast Connection Sport, Culture and Recreation District

Estevan

5

Lajord

3

Weyburn

19

Wolseley

10

5 other communities

6

Total applications funded

43

Funded

$28,702.75

Photo courtesy of Imagine Dance Studio in Turtleford.
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Your gift helps kids Shine, Grow and Belong. Thank You!
Titanium $50,000 +
Harvard Broadcasting
K+ S Potash Canada GP

Regina
Saskatoon

Diamond ($49,999 - $10,000)
Cameco Corporation

Saskatoon

Canada Life

Winnipeg

Harold Latrace Family and
Associates Foundation

Saskatoon

Our Lady of the Prairies
Foundation

Saskatoon

Rawlco Radio

Regina/Saskatoon

SaskTel
South Saskatchewan
Community Foundation:

Regina

Thelma Pepper Charitable
Fund

Saskatoon

Bronze ($999 - $500)
Wayne & Cheryl Bauer
Hyde
Jorden Cummings

Christopher Lake
Saskatoon

Dancer’s Den Dancewear

Regina

Donald & Marie Ferguson

Battleford

Regina

Rose Gilks

Regina

Henderson Insurance Inc.

Regina
Moose Jaw

iQmetrix

Bill & Helen Davidson
Fund

Hugh MacGowan

Regina

Nancy Barker & Ron Wlock

Vancouver

Gregory Beswick

Saskatoon

Marianne Boychuk

Regina

Jamie Burrows

Regina

Sabrina Cataldo

Regina

Doug & Cherilee DaleJohnson

Regina

Karen Davidson

Swift Current

Lorelie DeRoose

Regina

Dessart Sweets

Regina

District Brewing Company

Regina

Gayle Dodds

Regina

Domino’s Pizza
Donna Fehr

Regina
Saskatoon

Saskatoon

Erika Folnovic

Regina

Regina

Michael Harris

Saskatoon

David & Anne Millar

Donald & Claire Kramer
Foundation

Moose Jaw Gamers Inc.

Moose Jaw

Susan Hertz

Lyn Goldman Charitable
Trust

Murray Taylor

Saskatoon

Danielle Hoffart

Saskatoon

Nutrien Inc.

Saskatoon

Moffat Family Fund

Donna Humbert

Moose Jaw

Kenton Peterson

Saskatoon

Jal Holdings Inc

Saskatoon

TD Canada Trust

Calgary

Platinum ($9,999 - $5,000)
Gibson Energy ULC
Jo Bannatyne-Cugnet

Calgary
Weyburn

Michelle Carr & Mo Bundon
R.J. Nelson Family
Foundation

Regina
Lloydminster

SK Arts

Regina

Gold ($4,999 - $2,500)
Affinity Credit Union

Regina

Farm Credit Canada

Regina

Federated Co-Operatives
Limited

Saskatoon

George Reed Foundation

Regina

RBC Dominion Securitiees

Regina

Silver ($2,499 - $1,000)
Edith Apps
Kevin & Diane Ell
Dawn Martin & David
Forbes
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Saskatchewan Network for
Art Collecting

Saskatoon
Regina
Saskatoon

Dean & Sandra Kush

Regina

Lexcom Systems Group Inc.

Regina

Joanne McDonald

Regina

Laser Quest

Regina

Nicor Group Of Companies
Ltd.

Regina

Rogers Sports & Media

Regina

United Way of Regina

Regina

Yorkton Film Festival

Yorkton

Superstar ($499 - $250)
Shawn Bauche

Regina

Lorraine Bethell
Jeff Burton

Regina
Englefeld

Campbell & Haliburton
(Regina) Ltd.

Regina

Roberta Dubois

Ottawa

Catherine Folstad

Regina

Dennis Garreck
Gwen Gordon

Regina
Saskatoon

Robert Hawkins & Marie
France-Menc

Regina

Katrina Helfrick

Regina

Karen Henders

Regina

Ed Hobday

Saskatoon

Jody Hobday

Saskatoon

Just For You Day Spa

Regina

Susan & Derry Millar

Toronto

SaskPower

Regina

Jan Seibel & David Pattison
Nicola Straub

Regina
Kamsack

The Optical Shoppe

Regina

Gloria Walsh

Regina

In Depth Tattoo and Design

Regina

Harry Jedlic

Regina

Bruce & Janice Johnstone

Regina

Jim Kenyon

Regina

Kindermusik At Donna’s
Studio

Regina

Heather Kleiner
Leah Knibbs
Valerie Kuemper
Norman Lavoy

Weyburn
Cudworth
Shaunavon
Regina

Leopold’s Tavern

Regina

Long & McQuade

Regina

Heather Macnab

Maple Creek

Lyndon MacNeill

Saskatoon

David Martinuk

Humboldt

Sherry Maurice

Regina

N McBean

Regina

Roderick McLeod
Cora Melanson
Gail Minard
Constance More
David & Kelly Morin
Joan & Gilbert Morin
Dean Murrison
Margaret Nicholls
Lynn Pawelko

Ingrid Alesich

Regina

Tim Raine

Brian Banilevic

Regina

Mark & Linda Reakes
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Ledcor Construction
Limited

Busayo Osobade

Rockstar ($249 - $100)

Regina

Regina
Moose Jaw
Weyburn
Swift Current
Saskatoon
Regina
Regina
Martensville
Regina
Regina
Langenburg
Regina
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Rockstar ($249 - $100) cont’d
Regina Symphony
Orchestra

Regina

Susan Relke Wells

Regina

Residence Inn

Regina

Judith Rice Henderson

Saskatoon

Heather Salloum

Regina

Alice Samkoe

Regina

Justin Steeves

Shilo

Pam Stevens

Sydney

The Atlas Hotel

Regina

United Way of Saskatoon

Saskatoon

Carolyn Voss

Spiritwood

Tami Wall

Maple Creek

Amanda Walsh

Regina

Willows Wellsch Orr &
Brundige LLP

Regina

Yorkton Registered Music
Teachers Association
Yuki Miyaoka

Saltcoats
Saskatoon

Rising Star (Under $100)

Erica Clark

Regina

Robert Millar

Regina

Margaret Cummings

Regina

Joan Miller

Regina

Leigh-Ann Dale
Dandy’s Artisan Ice Cream
Shauna Dolter
Cara Gay Driscoll
Earl’s Kitchen + Bar

Saskatoon
Regina

Jeremy Morgan

Balgonie

Ken Nzeyimana

Regina

Wendy Nelson

Regina

June Newsham

David Edney

Saskatoon

Evan Geissler
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre
Siobhan Gormley

Marisol Molina-Smith

Regina
Saskatoon
Regina
White City
North Battleford

Pacific Fresh Fish

Regina

Regina

Kathy Park

Regina

Regina

Gail Paul Armstrong

Regina

Carmelle Pretzlaw

Regina

Battleford

Kyla Gould

Regina

Lynda Price

Regina

James Hall

Regina

Rainbow Cinemas

Regina

Dustin Hedin

Regina

Olivia Rivera

Regina

Jean Henders

Regina

Kathy Robertson

Emmaline & Allen Warren

Regina

Alex Rogalski

Gayl Hipperson

Regina

Colin Runge

Regina

Michael Jones

Regina

Janice Ryan

Regina
Regina

Jennifer Jungwirth

Cudworth

Paul Kemp

St. Catharines

Saskatchewan Science
Centre

Jennifer King

Lloydminster

Regina
Saskatoon

Bonnie Senger

Regina

Anna Bekolay’s Studio

Saskatoon

Kevin Korchinski

Regina

Natalia Smith

Regina

Brenda Baker

Saskatoon

Julia Krueger

Calgary

Amy Snider

Regina

Arlene Kuntz

Regina

Grietje Spademan
Katherine Sproxton

Eleanor Balabuck

Cupar

Raymond Lee

Regina

Margaret Brown

Regina

Mary Leggett

Saskatoon

Marlene Bushell

Limerick

Nicholas Bida

The Late Sara Carpenado

Regina

John MacFarlane
Judy MacLeod Campbell

Regina
Prince Albert

Saskatoon

The Canadian Brewhouse

Regina

Mavis Tremblay

Regina

Valley Girls Catering

Regina

Grey

Helene Marceau

Regina

Nichole Williams

Wilma Chudy

Saskatoon

Lindsay Mazenc

Regina

Alyssa Woolhether

Tracy Chudy

Saskatoon

Sherrie Mitchler

Regina

Gulce Yaman

Virginia Carpenter

Regina
Prince Albert

Regina
Regina Beach
Montreal

Creative Kids honours the lives of those we lost this past year for their support of
Saskatchewan kids pursuing their passions in arts and culture.
Thank you Joyce Rennie (December 12, 2019), Elizabeth Kitson (Feb 1, 2020),
Solange “Sally” Ferrara (June 8, 2020), Diane Okrainetz (June 29, 2020), Kim Brunskill (Aug 7, 2020),
William “Bill” Shurniak (August 8, 2020) and Thelma Pepper (Dec 1, 2020).

In memory of SARA CARPENADO
Creative Kids and SaskCulture were very saddened at the sudden
passing of former Creative Kids Assistant Sara Rose Carpenado on
May 27, 2020. Sara worked with Creative Kids for three years and will be
remembered by parents, children and her colleagues for her support
of the program and passion for supporting kids.
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Thank you for helping Creative Kids!
100% of your donation goes directly to helping kids in your community.
Donations over $20 are eligible for a charitable donation tax receipt.
Donate online at www.CreativeKidsSask.ca.
Visit us at
404-2125 11th Avenue Regina, SK S4P 3X3
Or call our office at
306-780-9361

1-855-277-9469

@CreativeKidsSaskatchewan
@CreativeKidsSK
@creativekidssask
Creative Kids Saskatchewan raises funds to remove financial barriers that prevent children and youth from
participating in creative activities. Participants can receive grants of up to $750 per year to
support their participation in arts and cultural activities.
To date, Creative Kids has granted over $5 million and helped 10,846 kids in 238 communities across the province.
SaskCulture Inc., a community-based, non-profit cultural organization, which receives funding from the Sask Lotteries
Trust Fund for Sport, Culture and Recreation, covers all administrative and operating costs for Creative Kids.
Creative Kids Canada Inc. is a registered charity. The Creative Kids Charitable Number: #78725 7922 RR0001.

Photo from istock.

Creative Kids is a program of SaskCulture Inc., a community-based, non-profit cultural organization.

